
 

 
 
 
 

 

Information Letter for  Years 3 and 4 ( Classes ESST, PNMN, RJ and NB)  Spring Term 3 & 4  2020 

 
         Friday 10th January 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Happy New Year!  We hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas - thank you very much for your kind gifts and messages. It has 
been lovely to welcome the children back for a new term.  
Thank you so much for continuing to support your children in their classes this year, we are looking forward to another exciting 
term! 
 
Please can we remind you that all children should be in school by 8.50am and be picked up at 3.15pm. We understand that 

occasionally you get delayed and cannot always stick to these times, we are only human, however it can be very unsettling for 
children if they arrive late frequently and class has started.  This is also true at the end of the day when most children have been 
picked up.  Teachers will often have meetings directly after the end of the school day so this will delay the staff also. 
 
Dates for your diary: 

 
9th Jan:  KS2 Panto 
21st and 22nd January: Access mornings followed by Inspired maths   
11th Feb: Mr Egypt  (more details to follow) 
25th Feb: Pancake race 
11th March: Our World Matters week 
10th and 12th March:  Bikeability training 
 
History topic for the Spring Term:  
This term the main topic the children will be studying is Ancient Egypt. Although this is essentially a History project (learning about 

the lifestyles, homes and legacy), we will also be making some cross-curricular links, including reference to geography (mapping 
skills) and art (Shabti, Sarcophagi). We are also very excited to welcome “Mr Egypt” back to Saltford who will lead the children in an 
exciting day of exploration. There will be an approximate cost of £4.00 for this visit but we will send further information later on in 

the term.  
 
We will also be thinking about the question, “How can we live more sustainably?” in Geography. 

As part of this (week beginning 11th March 2020) we are looking to increase children’s awareness of climate/environment issues by 

planning a whole school ‘Our World Matters’ week including lessons dedicated to this very important issue together with a Primary 

Pupil Parliament. Full details to follow in due course. 

Our new Science topic will be on Animals including humans. With this letter is a curriculum overview for the term, which may 

change depending on how we get on with the work, but will give you an indication of what we are covering. 

 
Theme Days/ Providing Costumes: Occasionally the school will hold theme days, special events or shows where we ask children 

to dress up or wear a specific item of clothing. These events are designed to be a fun support to topics.  Teachers will give as much 
advice and guidance as they can for any event and choose themes that can be achieved simply with clothing already owned where 
possible. Please do ask your child’s teacher if you are unsure of any requirements. On Thursday 5th March we will be dressing up 
for World Book Day (more information will be given nearer the time). 
 
Snacks We have a ‘Healthy School Status’.  Our snack policy is that we encourage the children to eat fruit or vegetables at 

playtimes, not chocolate, biscuits or crisps.  Water should be the only drink.   A healthy snack, fruit or a vegetable, which is 
provided by the Government, is given to the children every afternoon play.  We are a nut and seed free school so please do not 
send snacks with these in.  
 
Birthday celebrations: We do not wish to spoil any child’s birthday happiness but at the same time we do not want to add to the 

issues that we all know sugar causes for children. School council’s presentation about the issues around sweets been sent in for 
birthdays can be found here and their presentations linked to our sugar smart campaign can be found here. We are introducing 

other ways of celebrating your child’s special day in school without cakes and sweets. We think these are choices for you to make 
for yourselves at home. So please do not send sweets, cakes or other treats into school when it is your child’s birthday. You may 
wish to consider an Amazon voucher so the class can buy a book or a game for wet play as an alternative. 
 
Voluntary Classroom Support: We are always looking for parent helpers to support activities in school. Please contact Mrs Evans 

or Mrs Rich in the office if you would be able to help. If you can help we are always very grateful- even if it is on odd occasions or 
only for a short period of time.  DBS forms are available from the school office. 
 

https://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/assets/uploads/documents/children/Healthy%20eating.pdf
https://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/assets/uploads/images/children/Sugar%20Smart%20Assembly%201%20-%20Saltford%20School.pdf


Golden Time:  On Fridays, toys may be brought in to play with during golden time, as long as they are not too big!  These are to 

be named, kept in the classroom and not taken out to play.  Please be aware that while we do our best to take great care of 
anything that comes into school, we would not recommend that your child brings anything of great monetary or sentimental value.   
We do not allow any computer games or cameras.  Theme cards are allowed only for Golden Time. 
 
Homework: 
Reading –Just a reminder that the children are asked to read daily with an adult and independently as much as possible. We 
cannot stress how important your support is with helping the children to develop their skills.  It’s invaluable for them to 

discuss their reading with an adult to make sure they understand what they have read, but also to have chats about characters, 
feelings, styles of writing and the works of different authors. Although we encourage the children to keep a record of their own 
reading, it is very useful if you could sign their record books regularly. They are given House Points if you do! 
 
Spellings – These will continue to be sent home and tested on a weekly basis. Children should use the different approaches 

taught in class (and stuck in the front of their practise books) to practise their words each week.  Please can we remind you that we 
expect the children to put the spellings into sentences in their homework book to secure meaning.  Please also ensure your child 
presents this work as neatly as we would expect in class. Can we suggest you make use of the Spelling Shed website to further 
support your child, Spelling Shed. 
Test days:  Class ESST and PNMN – Thursday   
   Class RJ and NB – Friday 
 
Maths – Times tables will continue to be tested weekly. There are lots of fun activities online to support this too. The main website 

we use to support multiplication tables is: 
https://ttrockstars.com/login/10562    Your child will have his or her own login details for this and we would encourage them to use 
this as much as they can. 
Other useful websites are: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find 
Test days:   Class PNMN – Tuesday 
  Class ESST – Thursday 
  Class RJ and NB – Friday 

In addition to this we expect the children to earn at least 15 stars a week on their Doodle Maths.  This will continue to be checked 
each week by your child’s teacher. 
 
Physical Education Indoor P.E. kit should be white t-shirts, black shorts and daps (Velcro fastenings for shoes and daps please.)  

Outdoor PE Kits should include long warm jogging trousers, a red T-Shirt, trainers and a fleece type jacket.  Please keep these in 
school all week as sometimes we have to adjust our P.E. slots.  
       Class  PE  Outdoor   

ESST  Thursday Tuesday    
PNMN                       Monday  Tuesday   
RJ                Tuesday  Friday   
NB   Friday  Thursday 

 
PPA Time: This is class teacher’s support time away from the class room and will be covered by Mrs Godwin in Y3 and Mrs Brook 

in Y4. 
       ESST -   Every Wednesday pm (2-3.15pm) 

PNMN – Every Thursday am (9-10.15am)  
RJ  -       Every other Tuesday (all day) 
NB  -      Every other Thursday (all day) 
 

Lost Property:  Please make sure that everything is named.  This includes things like socks, shoes, hats, gloves, lunchboxes 

and drink bottles!!  If everything is named, we will save a huge amount of time searching for lost items. 

School Dinners:    If your child is having a school dinner please can you ensure that they know what is available that day and 

whether they would like a vegetarian dinner (green) or a non-vegetarian (red).  Class teachers require this information so that the 
kitchen can prepare the correct number of meals.  The menu can be found on the school website. 
http://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/the-office/  
 
Payments: Where payment for school dinners, trips or events is required, the school is now using School Gateway, an online 

payment system.  A link to the School Gateway system is available on our website or through 
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login . 

 
Hair:  We would like to request that all long hair (boys and girls) is put up for school in an effort to help prevent the outbreaks of 

head lice which are so common. Please see our uniform policy in the office section of the website for further information. 
http://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/the-office/ 
 
We want your children to continue to be happy in our class, making the great progress we have seen over the last two terms so 
please do not hesitate to come in and see us if there is anything you wish to discuss with us. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

        
    
Mrs. Nethercott  Mrs. Newark Mrs. Spincer Miss Tang Mr Baker Mr Jenkins 

https://play.spellingshed.com/#/login
https://ttrockstars.com/login/10562
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find
http://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/the-office/
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login
http://www.saltfordschool.org.uk/the-office/


 


